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(PROTECT IDENTITY PER 


REQUEST). 


REFERRED 8Y 


WERE INTERVIEWED AT THE LEGAT OFFICE, AFTER BEING 
AN FBI EMPLOYEE FROM THE PORTLAND 


DIVISION, WORKING IN A TOY STATUS IN BOGOTA, COLOMBIAr, WITH 
RESULTS AS NOTED BELOW. 

THEY ARE ORIGINALLY FROM KEDELLINi COLOMBIA, WHERe| 
RESIDE. 








CURRENTLY RESIDING IN 


M E D EL L IN‘*,‘*‘b’U't?UWliTA'V' “T S““A'^''-1)±,E'A“R IQ" (HITMAN) FOR PABLO ESCOBAR 
GAVIRIA 


LIVES IN THE VICINITY OF 


. NEA'R THE 


INTERSECTION OF 


MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA, WITH 
WHO is ALSO A 


ANOTHER UNKNOWN COLOMBIAN .MALE, AKA 
"SICARIO" WORKING FOR ESCOBAR GAVIRIA. 

QN\DECEMBER 1 , 1989, BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE DETAINED 
MOMENtARILY AT THE OLAYA HERRERA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, MEDELLIN, 
COLOMBIA', BY COLOMBIAN NATIONAL POLICE (CNP), AS THEY WERE 
R.ETURNING' FROM BOGOTA, AND RELEASED. 


be 
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WHO RESIDES IN 


AEDELLIN, CALLED ON THE TELEPHONE 


NO FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS WERE GIVEN,. 

~|WAS KNOWN TO HAVE AN APARTMENT LOCATED IN THE 


VICINITY OF 


B060TA> COLOMBIA. HE HAS 


BEEN OBSERVED DRIVING 


PlCK-UP TRUCK WHILE 


TRANSPORTING 


IN ADDITION TO ABOVE INFORMATION- 


PROVIDED BELOW^LISTED INFORMATION QN |_ 
I [ DECLINE TO IDENTIFY ANY FURTHER. 


PABLO ESCOBAR GAVIRIA, WHO IS 


PRESENTLY RESIDING AT 


.KNOWLEDGE OF CERTAIN EVENTS 

PECULIAR to THE ESCOBAR GAVIRI-A ORG ANIZATION> TO INCLUDE: 


WAS ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO KILLED JORGE 


I 




« 


PAGE FOUR DE BOG 0005 UNCLAS 

ENRIQUE PULIDO, A WELL-^KNOWN COLOMBIAN TELEVISION 
P'RQDUCER/REPORTER. HE HAS BEEN PAID MILLIONS OF COLOMBIAN PESOS 
FCR- ASSASSINATING AN UNKNOWN GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA GDC) 
MINISTER. 

PABLO ESCOBAR GAVIRIA 


2 . 


APPARENTLY WAS HIDING, AFTER SPENDING SOME TIME IN THE TOWN OF 
BARBOSA, DEPARTMENT OF ANTIOQUIA, DURING HIS ESCAPE FROM A FARM 
NEAR THE TOWN. OF PUERTO TRIUNFO, 




bo 
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1 ^ ^ 

3. AN INDIVIDUAL BY THE NAME 0.F "HENAO”, WHO WAS KILLED 

DURING THE ATTEMPT TO ARREST SUPRA INDIVIDUALS, WAS ESCOBAR 
GA/^IRIA ORGANIZATION'S "BRAIN MAN". 

4. THE BOMB PLANTED ON AVIANCA AIRCRAFT HK-18Q3 WAS DONE B-Y 
THE ESCOBAR GAVIRIA ORGANIZATION, IN RETALIATION TO THE KILLING 

'of "HEN'AO", BY THE COLOMBIAN NATIONAL POLICE (CNP.). 

5. ESCOBAR GAVIRIA »S ORGANIZATION HAS ALREADY MADE PLANS TO 
ATTACK, IN THE HARDEST POSSIBLE WAY> THE GOG, ITS INSTITUTIONS, 
FACILiTIES AND PERSONNEL, IF ESCOBAR GAVIRIA IS ARRESTED AND IN 
ORDER TO PREVENT HIS EiXTRADITION. 

' IS 
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INVOLVED IN SOMETHING '‘BIG”, WHICH INVOLVES THE KIDNAPPING OF AN 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT, WHICH WILL BE EXCHA’NGED FOR SOMETHING, 

TO THIS EFFECT HE AND THE OTHERS INVOLVED, INCLUDING 


PREPARING FOR 


THIS OPERATION, WILL BE PAID 
OF THE MISSION. 

WHEN QUESTIONED 


UPON COMPLETION 


ADVISED 


NOT TO ASK ANY QUESTIONS. 


be 
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7. THE "MEDELLIN CARTEL” IS UPSET AT THE APPARENT 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE "CALI CARTEL” AND THE GOC, IN THEIR 
ATTEMPTS TO "WIPE THEM OUT”. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF 


AS follows: 

PLACE/DATE OF BIRTH 

HEIGHT 

WEIGHT 

HAIR 

EYES 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF^ 


IS 



n IS AS FOLLOWS: 

jm — 
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PLAC£/OATE OF BIRTH,: 

height 

WEIGHT 

HAIR 

EYES 

ON DECEMBER 14, 19:89, SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENT 

FBIHQ, ClD, COUNTERTERRORISM SECTION, IT^GU, ADVISED ALAT 
THROUGH SECURED COMMUNICATION THAT 


LEGAT, BOGOTA WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH INDIVIDUALS 
PROVIDING SUPRA INFORMATION ' AND WILL REPORT RESULTS OF FUTURE 
MEETINGS TO INTERESTED OFFICES. INFORMATION ABOVE IS BEING 
BT 

#0005 


NNNN 



0290 MRI 01199 


00 RUEHFB FB.IMli FBICG 

DE BOG #0004 3-49155 1 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 151546Z DEG 89 

FM LEGAT BOGOTA (12B-55) CP) 

TO DIREGTOR FBI/IMHEDIATE/ 

FBI HIAMI/IMMEDIATEV 

FBI CHlGAGO ( SQ 6B )./ IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNGLAS 

SEGTION TWO OF TWO SEGtiONS 


CITE : //5700:B0G564,349// 

PASS: HAND GARRY TO: CID> GTS, jt-GU> ATTN: SSA 

. DS> C/SADTU, ATTN: SSa| | GiD, D$, DIU, ATTN,: SSA 


GID, 


be 
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SUBJECT: "THE '‘MEDELLIN CARTEL", ET AL5 C/SADT05 REI; 00: MMi 

TEXT CONTINUES,: '' 

SUBMITTED FOR AGTION AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

BT 
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CGNTACTED THE MIAMI DIVISION ON APRIL 16> 1990. THE 
SOURCE* S REPORTING HAS BEEN SUBTANTIATED BY OTHER SOURCES, 
LIAISON CONTACTS, TECHNICAL MEANS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS 
IN COLOMBIA AND THE UNITED STATES IS CONSIDERED RELIABLE. THE 
DATE OF THE INFORMATION IS 




ACCORDING TO THE. SOURCE, PABLO EMlLIO. 

- ^ - 


i«^^?OBAR^XviRlA, 




ARRIVED 


IN 


THE AREA OF 


l_CnLOMBIA ON 


AS A RESULT, THE GROUP LEFT THE AREA AFTER ONLY 


ABOUT TWO HOURS 


ADMINISTRATIVE (FBI DISSEMINATION ONLY).: 
THE SOUR^CE OF . THIS INFORMATION IS I 


WHO 


COMMUNICATED CRIPTICALLY THE RESULTS OF RECENT DAYSi GREATER 
DETAILS ARE EXPECTED IN FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS. 

BT 

#0005 
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▼ FBI 

9 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFICATiON: 

□ Teletype 

□ Immediate 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ Facsimile 

□ Priority 

□ SECRET 

Jfl AIRTEL .. 

ssP. V 1 

□ Routine 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 



nof. 7/26/90- 


,G FEOM-i< 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

5^AT, BOGOTA (12B-55) (P) 


SUBJECT^^^^ELLIN CARTEL; 
REI-DRUGS; 

00: MIAMI 


Enclosed for receiving offices' is a U.S. Departm^t of 
State Cable number 11680 dated 7/25/90; 

Enclosure is being submitted for action as deemed 
appropriate. 




y - Bureau 

- CID, DS> C/SADTU) (Enc. 1) 
(1 r.' CID, bs, DIU) (Enc. 1) 

(1 - OLIA, FLU) 

2 - Miami (12H-I973) (Enc. 1) 

1 - Bogota 
■DSD/dg 
( 6 ) 





Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) (Time) 

☆ u.S. Government Printing office: 1984-431-613/6249 
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Of iuVESTlGATiON 


I Dep Dir. 

ADDAdmr~^ 

I ADD Inv, ~~ ' ~~ 
I Asst. 0'r.(‘ 

Crh V 

lr> V~ 


OE FBIMM #0024 1272231 


Z'NY EEEEE 


d 072222^ MAY 90 


FBMHIAHI (12H-MM-50238 ) (Nt-7), (P) 


TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 


r- 

-1; 

I 

1 Off. of PublicAf^ 
I 'efephone fim. 
■■Pir6ctor*g 


UNCLAS. E F T 0 


CITE: //3^60// 


pass: SSA 



DRUG INTELLIGENCE UNIT (DIU), 


ROOM 5226; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE.' 7J 2 f 


subject: ^feoELLIN CARTEL; COLOMBIAN/SOUTH AMERICAN DRUG 
TRAFFICKING ORGANIZATIONS; REI - DRUGS; (00: MIAMI). 

SECRET SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED. 
THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS OF 
THE FBI. IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE ,, NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED FURTHER 


WITHOUT CONSULTING FBI MIAMI. 


RE TELCON WITH 




FBIHQ OPERATION CENTER ON 


+ I 


5/5/90. 




^ 








i e c- T^xrO 


i 
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CONTACTED THE MIAMI DIVISION ON 5/5/90. THE SOURCE'S 
REPORTING HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIATED BY OTHER SOURCES, LIAISON 
CONTACTS, TECHNICAL MEAN'S^ AND LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS IN 

COLOMBIA AND THE UNITED STATES AND IS CONSIDERED RELIABLE. THE 

, ' * ' ^ 

DATE OF THE INFORMATION IS 5/5/90.. 

MESSAGE PASSED. BY SOURCE ON 5/5/90 AT 18:15 EST INDICATES 
THAT PLAN AGAINST U.S. EMBASSY PERSONNEL IS BY PABLO ESCOBAR AND 
INVOLVES AN ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE OR. KIDNAP A U.S. EMBASSY 
PERSON. DETAILS REGAR.DING SPECIFIC TARGET(S) METHOD OR TIME 
PERIOD ARE UNKNOWN. REASON FOR PLANNE~D ACTION IS RETALIATION FOR 
RECENT LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS AGAINST CARTEL. 

MIAMI DIVISION CONTINUING EFFORTS THROUGH AVAILABLE 
CHANNELS. TO INQUIRE FOR THE DETAILS WHICH WILL BE PASSED ASAP. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 



#0024 
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06Z3 MRI 02413 

PR ROCNFB F3IMM FBILA OfB- 

. . =? 

DE BOG #0002 2712343 ^ 

ZNR UUUUU 

P 282343Z SEP 90 

FM LEGAT BOGOTA (123-55) ( 128-MM-50237) CP) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/ PRIORITY/ 

FBI MIAMI/PRIORTTY/ 

FBI LOS AMGELES/PRIORITY/ 

FBI CHICAGO/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEW Y0RK7PRI0RITY/ 

BT ’ ' 

UNCLAS 

CITE; ,//5700;B0G478W.271// 

PASS: CID, OS, OIU UNIT CHIEF 


4 ' , ■ < I'l -ly 

i 

. INVtiSTiGATION 

uuntT rtrry oFFfCf 
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C/SATU UNIT CHIEF 






Dsp. Dir. .«*'!» 
ADDAcJm. 
ADD tnv. - 
Asst. Dir.: 
Adm, Sepvs. 
Crim 
Ident. 

Insp. 

Intell. 

Lab. 





, Sen/s. 
. Inv. 


Legal Coun. ^ 
Rec. Mgnt 
Tech! Servs — 

Training ; 

Cong. Affs. Off. . 

Off. of EEO 

Off. Liaison & 
!nt. Affs. — 


Off. of Public Affs.. 
Telephone Rm. — 
Director* s Sec'y . 


\ 


MIAMI ssa 


CHICAGO SSA 


& 



LOS ANG.E'LES S.S.A 


subject; THE'^EOELL INC ARTEL j RACl^ETEERING ENTERPRISE 
INVESTIGATION (REDj 00: FBIHQJ THE CALI CARTEL; REXJ QO: FBIHQ. 

^ ** J 

FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, DURING THE 


imsM 




;ci PEC A1990 


r**? v^r'i 















r 


£ ' 


A 
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HOURS OF SEPTEMBER 2 5, 1990, A GROUP OF SOME TWE WTY - ARMEO- 
INDIVIDUALS, CARRYING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND. WEARING UNIFORMS OF 
THE COLOMBIAN ANTI-NARCOTICS POLICE, ATTACKED A GROUP OF 
APPROXIMATELY 60 PERSONS ATTENDING A SOCCER' MATCH APPROXIMATELY 

30 MILES SOUTH .EAST OF CALI, COLOMBIA, ON A FARM REPO,RTED TO BE- ' 

^ 


THE PROPERTY OF 


(A SIGNIFICANT FIGURE 


IN THE CALI CARTEL). EIGHTEEN PERSONS WERE- KILLED AS A RESULT OF 
THIS ATTACK. BOTH MEDIA AND LOCAL SOURCE INFORMATION ATTRIBUTE 
THIS -ATTACK TO THE MEDELLIN CARtEL WHO WAS ATTEMPTING TO 
ASSASSINATE 


|AND OTHER SIGNIFICANT MEMBERS OF THE CALI 

CARTEL. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION DEVELOPED- BY LEGAT, BOGOTAy AT 
LEAST SIX OF THOSE KILLED WERE MEMBERS OF THE CALI CARTEL, 
ALTHOUGH THEIR RELATIVE IMPORTANCE TO THE ORGANIZATION IS UNKNOWN. 
AT THIS TIME. 

INFORMATION DEVELOPED BY LEGAT, BOGOTA AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 
THE U.S. EMBASSY, BOG.pTA, COUNTRY TEAM INDICATE THAT A NE.W WAVE 
OF VIOLENCE BETWEEN THE MEDELLIN AND CALI CARTELS HAS BEGUN WITH 
THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED ATTA.GK IN RETALIATION FOR NUMEROUS HOMICtDES 
AND OTHER ACTS OF VIOLENCE RECENTLY CARRIED OUT AGAINST THE 
MEDELLIN CARTEL. IN-CQUNTRY SOURCES HAVE REPORTED THAT THE CALI 


be 

b7C 


CARTEL IS negotiating WITH 
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DEFENSE GROUP, (MOVIMIENTQ DE AUTODEFENSA CAMPESINA). WHICH 
OPERATES IN THE MAGDELEN& NEDIQ AREA OF COLOMBIA AND WHICH AT ONE 
TIME WAS ASSOCIATED WITH 


NOW VIEWS 


ESCOBAR AND 


AS A THREAT TO HIS OPERATIONS IN THE MAGDELENA 
MEDIO AREA AND HOLDS THEM RESPONSIBLE FDR NyHER;OUS MURDERS AND 
KIDNAPPINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN’ CARRIED OUT AGAINST MEMBERS OF HIS 

HAS REPORTEDLY APPROACHED THE CALI CARTEL 

THE CALI 


ORGANIZATION-i 


AND OFFERED TO CAPTURE/ELIMINATE ESCOBAR AND| 

CARTEL HAS REPORTEDLY TENTATIVELY AGREED' TO PAY THREE MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ESCOBAR, SHOULdI I'DECTD.E TO 

PURSUE ESCOBAR AND/OrI 


HE WOULD HAVE A pECiDED ADVANTAGE 
OVER THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT DUE TO HIS FAMILIARITY WITH THE 
MAGDELENA MEDIO AREA AND HIS ABILITY TO, OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM 
SOURCES AND FORMER ASSOCIATES IN- THE MEDELLIN CARTEL-, 

RECEIVING OFFICES WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ADDITIONAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER. 

BT . ‘ 

#0002 
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8/9/90 


'sss 

CLAS'S_M| 

SRC'D _F'Z- 
T^JSf-C 


AIRTEL 


Director, FBI 


SACs,, IjOS Angeles , 

>A (Attrw .SSA 

(l^*]fcm-5.02.38.) .(N-7). 

J) . 

-PABLO EMILIO^S.COBAR^SAVIRIA; 
0MEDELLIN CARTEL; 

REi - Drugs; 

(00:, MIAMI) 


be 
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o 

tu 


Enclosed is, a -copy of Miami .aiirtel dated 7/13/90, 
captione4 as- above, with ah LHM detailing ihformatio.n taken from 


|c. 

I 


b2 
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on- 6/21/90. 


On pa ge 'i o f the LHM unde r, the head ing. "Drug 
Movements , " the ] ~1 Family and the | Family are named as 

receivers and distributors of Eseobdr ' s ghipinents in the United 
States-. 

^ For the investigative .assi stanne pf Lps Angeles, 

^ I, .served as Esco bar's 

primary Los’ Angeles representative as of 9/88;. [ I supervi sed 

60 employees in L os Angeles as of 6/88. He is 


o 

C!> 

CD 


CD 

CD 

-=C1 


] This information was obtained from[ 


database. Addit ional infor mation which may be of assistance t 
you is availaible 


^ For the information of Miami, 

believed to be; 


-ENCLOSURE 

Enclosure 


APPROVED: 



Servs. 



Exec AD Adm. _ 

Exec AD inv. 

Exec AD LES _ 
A.sst. pir.: 

Adm. Servs. _ 

Crim. Inv. 

Ident. 

Insp. 

Intell 

Lab. 


1 - 
1 

1 - 

1 ^ 


1 
1 - 



Director tdenl — p„ht;r Aff<. 

Dpp. Dir . Inspection , .... Training ^ Public Afts. 

Ann-Arim. Intell. .. Cong. Afis. on 

ADn.lni/. ’ Labcratury Off. of EtO 

b6 

(Attn.; 

^Attn; 


^ hlC 




Legal Coun 

Off. Cong. & 
Public Affs. . 

Rec. Mgnt. 

tech. Servs 

Training 

Off. Liaison & 

Int. Affs. 

Telephone' Rm. 
Director’s Sec'y 


PTG : m; 
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MAIL ROOM 







Airtel from Director, FBI, to SACs, Los Angeles > et al, dated 
8/9/90 

RE: PABLO EMILIO ESCOBAR^GAVIRIA; MEDELLIN CARTEL ; REI - DRUGS;' 

(.00 : MIAMI) 



Florida area. 


is a PE A fugitive who may be residing in Colombia., 
I have had residences in the Miami/Hialeah, 


Any (^estions concerni ng the above ma y be directed to 
Intelligence Research Specialist ! I Room 7325, 

Extensidn 6484, Drug Intelligence Unit, FBIHQ, 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
O Teletype 
Q Facsimile 
El AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
D Immediate 
□ Priority 
Q Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS ■ 

Date 7/13/90 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: SSA | \ DRUG INTELLIGENCE UNIT) 

FROM : SAC, MIAMI (12H-MM-50238) (N-7) (P) 

«( 

PABLO EMILIO ESCOBAR-GAVIRIA; 

MEDELLIN CARTEL; 

REI - DRUGS; 

(00; MIAMI) 

EXPIRES; 10/7/90 


Enclosed for the Bureau a 
detailing information taiken from! 


j) copies of an LHM 
on June 21, 1990. 


The information gathered during the debriefing was ais a 
result of requirements ■ set out by the Counter Narcotics Center 
(CNC) and passed through liaison in Miami on June 20, 1990. 

The Miautti Division is still in need of fee dback from the 
CNC and/or o^ er users of intelligence provided by| | 

1 The Miami Division has been unable to ORCP-T mi nU the 

zonanciai worth of recent information provided by the source 
which Miami tanderstamds resulted in very simiificauit raids amd 
seizmres of Escobar properties and records in Colombia. The 
Miami Division would like to reward the source but needs to be 
able to justify it. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU; 

1. The Bureau is requested to disseminate the enclosed 
IBM to the CNC amd request that they provide feedback regaurding 
the content of the enclostires as well as other intelligence TJHMa 
provided in the past. 

2. Disseminate to other divisions or agencies as deemed 
necessary. 

CD - Bureau (Enc. 6) 

2 - Miami 
JRI:ksl 
(4) 


Approved: 

Transmitted 


(Number) 




U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


k) Reply* Ptoase refer to 

n*No.l2H-MM-50238 
(Medellin Cartel) 


Miami, Florida 
June 25, 1990 


PABLO EMILIO ESCOBAR-GAVIRIA _ 
Racketeering Enterprise Investigation 


This investigation is predicated by U. S. Attorney General 
guidelines and corresponding FBI directives for conducting 
criminal intelligenc'e investigations. The data contained 
herein is source information that has not been evaluated. 

SOURCE 


I I reporting has been substantiated bv other 

sources, liaison contacts, technical means, and law 
enforcement' operations in Colombia and the U.S. and is 
considered reliable. The information was provided on June 
21, 1990. The date of information (DOI) is June, 1990. 

SYNOPSIS 

This communi.cation' contains psychological and physical 
health assessments of Padjlo Escobar and discusses his 
personal security and communications arrangements and 
practices, whereabouts, finances, and relations with other 
Medellin and Cali group members. 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Sensitive Intelligence Sources and Methods Involved 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Pablo Escobar-Gaviria. (12H-MM-50238) 




DETAILS 


Psychological Assessment 

The Colombian Government's (GOC) campaign to locate and 
apprehend Pablo Escobar has had a very detrimental impact on 
Escobar's health and judgement. Escobar's behavior and 
appearance has taken a visible turn for the worst since 
about a year ago. The breakdown of "peace talks" with the 
GOC has contributed particularly heavily to this. 


be 
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before President Bush's arrival to Colombia. He had turned 
over several large laboratories to the GOC. But as soon as 
President Bush left Colombia the GOC went back on its word 
and started up again. Since then, Escobar "has not cared" 
and is out of control and demoralized. He has become more 
aggressive rather than weak in resolve. 

The pressure of the campaign has caused him to become more 
conscious about his personal security arrangements, but his 
thinking is less rational. Jn, the past he was more 
calculating and he considered consequences. Now he is 
reacting more like a caged animal. He trusts very few people 
because of an increasing paranoia. His circle of trusted 
friends has shrunk from hundreds to no more than fifteen or 
twenty. Among them are: 


Prior to President Bush's visit to Cartagena, Col'ombia early 
this year, Pablo Escobar and President Virgilio Barco had 
reached an agreement to call-off the "war ." Thi§ agreement 
was reached through th^lr inttarmari-iar^ Astl 




^ The agreement was 

reacned with the following conditions on Escobar ;■ 

— Turn in and/or destroy the laboratories;. 

— Dismantle the Escobar organization; 

— Discontinue all cocaine production. 

In return. President Barcos had agreed to: 

— Not extradite Escobar or his lieutenants; 

— Hold their criminal trials in Colombia only; and, 

— Escobar's family would be allowed to keep its wealth. 
Escobar had already begun to meet his end of the agreement 


^ 2 - 



Pablo Escobar-Gaviria (12H-MM-50238) 





Paijlo E^cobar-Gavxrxa (12H-MM-50238) 


e bustle he envoys and previously had with 

the large entourages and free reign of Antioquia are now 
replaced with a small circle of movement and desolation: 
crowds / no luxurious bedS/ not much liquor or women, and 
very ordinary surroundings. 


_om xn Antxoquxa xs to wear casual street clothxng for 
business. If in the mountains, jeans are in order. 

Before the GOC's campaign, Escobar had control of all of 
Envigado and Medellin, and much of the Antioquia Province, 
and moved infrequently.' As enforcement efforts intensified 
his circle of movement became restricted to Enviaado 
of -Medellin and some oaTts of Anfi omii a . 




Pablo Escobar-Gay.iria (12H-MM-^50238) 


Rvimors that Escobar has altered his physical appearance are 
untrue beyond th e normal ohan 
without surgery. 



Many people in Medellin and Envigado used to support and 
help Escobar. But because of the indiscriminate deaths by 
bombs he has lost about, two thirds of his supporters. Those 
who continue to assist and protect him are largely from the 
low class. Most people in Antioquia are tired of the "war;" 
Some are openly saying they wish Escobar would be killed to 
put an end to the war. 

. \ 

Whereabouts 

One of Escobar's worries about traveling to other countries 
is that an ordinary person will give him away without 
knowing who he, is. In Colombia/ particularly in the Province 
of Antioquia/ people know and fear him; he has control and 
enjoys their protection. In a foreign country he co uld be 



[Most recently/ several weeks ago, the false news 

was that he was in Cocorna (near Las Mercedes and Puerto 
Triumfo) . Escobar has not travelled out of Colombia in two 
years . 

Communications : V . 


[They also make use of a network 

Of p\U3lic telephones and telephone company employees who 
verify that callers are group members and connect them 
between public telephones. Since the "La Colina" 
communications center fell to authorities they have had a 
poor communicat ions system. They have been unable to set up 
a similar base. I T 



P'ablo. Escobar-Gayiria (12H-MM^50238) 

w 

Communications between Pablo Escobar H 
| is usually bv telephone, hnt it 

sporadic contacts . | 

to reside in Medellin. I 

public telephone to talk with Escobar 


LLshed to 



amxxy or close friends. 


He IS mostly without his 



Associates and Personal Relations 


Pablo Escobar continues to head the Medellin Cartel because 
members fear him. But most of them are against his war 
against the GQC. One member who has or>f»n1v Axnrftssftri his 
discontent is | The others 

are not willing to publicly express their opposition or go 
against Escobar. They are also unwilling to go against 
Escobar's long-time friends/associates who are with him. 

Yet./ if Escobar were killed bv the Colom bian army or police/ 
neither | | would retaliate. 

Meetings with others in the Medellin Cartel occurs only on 
the infrequent occasions that Escobar calls on someone. This 
happens perhaps on ce or twice a month. Mostly/ Escobar meet s 
with other leaders I I 


elf IS not meeting with| \ But 

acting in behalf of th e Pablo Esco bar 
organization/ is meeting regularly with | ~| to 

discuss .and coordinate drug trafficking. It is uhlcnown if 
Escobar is in cont'aot with members of the l I 

organization. 

Other members of the Medellin Cartel have made half-hearted 
efforts to influence Escobar to stop his campaign of 
violence. They have not been more forceful for fear of 
offending him. 
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Fablo Bscobar-G^iria 

' ' # 


(12H-MM-50238) 


Of Pablo Escobar's associat 
respected. In fact, [ 


es, 

]is 


] is the most 


is very respected within the 


Medellin Cartel. He is liked and is considered very 
intelligent and a perfectionist who carries out tasks well. 

[also likes to invest money, avoids public 

spectacles, and does not like violence (although he is | — 

capable of it. bqr does not use it indiscriminately like 

t if 


!li 


is consid ered the logical replacement 

has been overheard 


Pablo Escobar were to die. 
several times to say that he would get out of the drug trade 
and go into legitimate businesses, if he could. It is 
understood that he continues only out of loyalty to Escobar, 
while Escobar is alive. 


Similarly, 


personality is very much like 


,:b6 

':b7C 

b7D 


3 wants 


prone to violence, like Pablo Escobar. 


to stay in drug trafficking and is 


Drug Movements 


is in charge of the drug trafficking 
business while Pablo Escoba r is preoccupied with his lega l 
problems . Hfi_Ls_-assisted bv l I 


laundering . 


I 


who handle accounting a nd money 


charged with 

assembling the drugs and shipping them out o f Colombia. And 
members of the I “^ family and the I [ family receive 

and distribute the shipments once they reach the U.S. 


Finances 


The Escobar organization hides its assets by owning 
corporations ind irectly. The organization deposits its 
profits in banks I 


Turf War with the . Cali Cartel 

One of the thorns in Escobar's paw is that. hA is convinced 

that|_^ I the Direccion 

Adminxstrativa de Segurxdad (DAS) , is allowing the Cali 
Cartel to operate unhindered, while pressuring the Medellin 
groups . Escobar would be less angry about law enforcement 
pressures if all traffickers were being targeted. 


7 
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The acrimony between the Medellin and the Cali groups began 
not as a turf war over New York but as a fai i incr-nu t between 
the Pablo Escobar and Cali Cartel members] I , 


The trouble started several years ago when Pablo Escobar 
wanted to syndicate all drug traffickers in Colombia to fix 
the price of cocai ne. All the traffickers went along with 
Escobar except the I [ groups . 

I are very close f riends of 

to not go 


J who influenced 


along with Escobar's plan, call fired the first salvo by 
detonating a bomb in the Monaco Building in Medellin/ where 
Escobar resided about four years ago. The "New York turf 
war" was a consequence of the "price war." 

Since then/ a treaty was reached somet ime in November or 
P®cember of 1989/ be tween I I rep resenting the ' 


representing the 


Medellin groups/ and. ^ 

Cali groups/ that has held to date. In the* treaty P^io 
Escobar is allowed by Cali to fight only one front/ against 
Colombian authorities/ as long as he does not attack Cali 
members . 


be 

b7C 

b7D 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


Reporting Agent 
The information 


' co ntained in this report was ' acquired by SA 

, 1 of the M iami Divis ion, on Ju ne 21 and 22. 

V during a debriefing of codenamed I 
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:-j:-BOGOTA, (Colprensa). Cinco de las 21 personas' 

, ;|Capturadas en el Magdalena Medio en desarrollo J 
-|de la ‘‘Operacidn Apocalipsis'r’-montada para ' 
:;'capturar a Pablo Escobar Gaviria/ fueron c'obija- 
ydasayer con auto.de detencidny ' '* ■ " 

.M*'Las restantes 16 personas, fueron puestas en^ 
;,?Iibertad-.al no poddrseles demostrar cargos que los 
; 'yimplicaran 'en .los delitos vimputados ,a, la red - 
^ ...jterrorista que teniae la base de operaciones en la ‘ 
2 Hacienda Ndpoles,.de Puerto Triunfo. ’ . • 7 ”7' 

Uno de Iqs sindicados con auto de detencidn en su 
Jfe ddn Dario Henao Quintero, alias 
~j: jyk. . quien las autoridades ‘ sefialan de ser 1 
ycufiado de Escobar Gaviria y como pieza clave de 
^la organizacidn terrorista que el Cartel de Medellin 
•..nabia instaurado en el Magdalena Medio. ■■ 

v|Ii Asi mismo,: otros .cobijados con medida deji 
;j;aseguramiento son Hugo Jyamillo Buitrago^ alias > , 
\ yll Mantequi HoIl, sindicado'de cpordinar numerosos V 
■;Jactos terroristas en Medellin y otras ciudades del ’ 
i 4 pais; Carlos Taborda Pdrez, alias “El Negro ”, jefe" ' 
1 ;^|,de un grupo de seguridad de Escobar en el oriente 
•antioqueno, y Jorge Echeverry Londofio, quimico 
i del Cartel de Medellin y segun la Dijin responsable 

de unanegociaci6nde 9.000 kilos de dinamita. • • 


1 -rH -I,.. l- o. 

V; tr * ^ 'V . ' V 

, ,Tambj6n figura Jqs 6 Eduardo Reves . vigilante 
i. ;de los sitios adyacentes a la hacienda N^poles. • 

. ' En la lista de excarcelados aparecen Jos6 David " 
. Cort6s Mejia , quien habia side sefialado como el ' 
"medico al servicio de ■ Escobar; Julio Jaime ' 
^ Betancurt Veiez . Teiesforo Linares Teledor . Jaim e ^ 
^ .Qllflzco^ J^ Miguel Posada Palacios, Ivdn Gdmez > 

^ piaz^ ^ J esds ^Maria Giraldo DominCTez ^ fflas T 
*-* Chuc h Q ”; ■ Marcelo' Soto' Pamplona y Wilson ' 
^ Velancia, alias **Ricard(/ *. ' / . 

utros son Inocencio X lsorio Medina, alias »FJ 
; Qh^f William Herrera Carreflo. alias **Danier \ . 
I ^Carlos Albeiro Quintefo~Betancutt^ alias “"[o]Qn ' 
.Gigia", Gildardo Jtodriguez, Gilberto Antonio G i- * 
raldo Martinez. Over Londofio Torres y Luis 
"Eduardo Castrilldn Granada, 



> ^ La *^Operaci6n Apocalipsis I'* se llev6;a cabo a' 
mediados de julio en una vasta regidn del oriente ^ 
, antioquefio, en particular en ql territorio de : 
juriscficcidn de la gigantesca Hacienda Ndpoles, ^ 
,desplegada por. el Cuerpo Elite de la Policia^ 
Nacional en procura de capturar a Pablo Emilio 
, Escobar Gaviria, accidn que sin embargo no se ' 
cumplid en su objetivo central. 

■ Las personas capturadas se encuentran privada 
* en la Cdrcel Nacional Modelo. 



*■* . ' O' 


Todos losmieifibrosdelared 
.de inteligencia y comunicacio- 
;iies del Cartel en'Medellinen Bo- 
.|otd, encabezada por un ex ofi- 
:cial de'la Policia, fuerob puestos 
en libertad por el juez seguiido 
deOrden Publico de Bogota, Ru- 
'•'b6n Dario Ceballos; ' • 

■: i El funcidnario, que con la re- 
yptoria de los autos de deteii- 
cidn pfodujo su dltima providen- 
' ' ;Cia antes de dejar el cargo, consi- 
.;.der6 que '-'la confesldn sin pre- 
' ,'sencia de abogado y inediante 
,cqacci6nnorienevalidez". ■ - 

. ‘Desvirtud as! IdOesultados 
..de la'Operacidn Onix que en 
. marzo permitid- a la Policia de-: 
sarticular ja red y'poner al des- 
■■cubierto ,una ,pe|igrosa .infiltra-'" 
,ci6n que perniitia al narcotrdfico 
; conocer por;antlcipado algunos .. 
de los planes 'operativds del De- ' 
:partamento iAdminislratlvo'de' 

' SeguridadlDASiyiielapiBri-;: 
I gada del Ejdrcltd, ' '• ■' ' ■ -■ 

j ;■ * La orden de Jibeiiad favorece, 


en primer tdrmino, a Edimrri n 
Bautista Ortiz. ‘Cani Ortiz’ o ‘Pe - 
,t6te ’, quien segiin la Direccidn 
oe Policia Judicial e Investiga- 
cidn (Dijin) era el jefe regional de 
la red. ’ ' 

; Tambien quedd sin efecto la 
detencidn de Josd Nod Barreto 
Rodriguez, un exoiicial de la Pd- 
licia que enabrilde 1,978 estuvo 
involucrado en el cas'o de la ma- 
sacre del barrio Contadoren Bo-, 
gotd, Barreto, ■ Ldzaro’, era sefia- 
Jado como subjefe, regional del 

' ' las demas personas benefi- 
ciadas con la revocatoria de los 
autos y las tareas que cumplian. 
segun los organismos de inteli- 
jgencia, son las siguientes:-’'-'-'; 

’ Liiis Alberto Gdmez Guzmjn . 
, ^;'Crithoper ’„ coordlnador de la 
'fedyrespoiisable de los pagos a 
' qulgnes la Integraban, segdn los 
^organismoside inteligencia. 

. 'J juillermd- Rodriguez Orti? 
'.;|1 Mono’; resporisable ,de las ra- 


f * s 

, diocomunicaciones; Manuel Re - 
nitez , S i erra , ‘ GurLGuri '. opera- 
dor del equipo radio, y Alba lii - 
ciaGdmez', Elvira). , responsable 
delapoyologistico. . 

, ‘Se ignora,que tratamiento le 
dioeljuezaldecomiso de 14 te- 
•lefonos portdtiles, telefonos uni- 
celulares-y.otros equipos coned- 
tados clandestinam'ente. • 

Pocos dias despud’s de su ca{> 
tura habia sido puesta en liber- 
tad Alba Beldn Estdvez, acusada 
enprincipiodeserlafinancista 
de la organizacidn, ;E1 juzgado 
no halld 'pruebas de peso en su 
contra.' . • , , ' 

Cori su decisidn, el juez aco- 
,gid los argumentos juridlcos ex- 
■p'uesfds'por'los abogadosfc 
^Isj^hamon, Gustavo SaKr 


^lo je Bahamon, Gustavo SaEr _ 
.Pinery Carlos Martinez Pala- ' 

'ciqS" .V . -V ; 

Segiin,suspIanteamientos,la 
manera como fue conseguida la 
confesldn de los capturados no 
;es conflable procesalmente ni se - 


/ ; . v\' * ' 

ajusta a los requlsitos deley. 

. Hastael momento'se'ignora 
la suerte dentro del prqceso -de 
jgnacio 'Alfonso Albarracin 
ddgu£^i iElXattoi,- 'quien se- 
giin los servicios de inteligencia • 
de la Policia era uha de las per- 1 
sonasencargadas'de entregara. j 
los ■ narcotraflcantes documen- ! 
,tqssecretosdelEjdrcito,laPoli- t 
ciayelDAS.;.l;', ‘ '■ 

. : Dentro ’de la estmctura de la -i 
•redsehallabaelperiodistainde-!^ 
pendiente.Rubdn, Dario Carrillo, f 
asesinado;hace.,tres .meses en ® 

lEnvigado.;:,;,. ^ ^ ? 

... Paralelaniente'era investlga- ? 
da Ja.poslble :vinculacidn de “ 
ocho abogados que aparecian eh 
el.organigrama'como QyjdiqjLi-; 
jandro, Hdctor-Navas. Arniegas . 
^ra, Vega, Navarrete y Palacios . 
/''f'Los- 'capturados'tdufante "la ■ 
OperacidhOriixtabiancaidoen 
poder de la 'Policia en .desarrollp 
de 49. allanamiehtos realizadds ‘ , ' 
‘cn Bogotd.e«;w.f.y|x^^^ 
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REI 
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REI 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please refer to 

FiieNo.l2H-Mlvi-50238 
(Medellin Cartel) 


Miami, Florida 
April 5, 1990 

PABLO EMILIO ESCQBAR-GAVIRIA 


Colombian/b'outh American 
Drug Trafficking Organizations 
Racketeering Enterprise Investigation 


This investigation, is predicated by U. S. Attorney General guidelines and corresponding 
FBI directives for conducting criminal intelligence investigations; The data contained 
herein is source infoimation that has not been evaluated. 

SOURCE 


reporting has 


been substantiated by other sources, liaison contacts, technical means, and law 
enforcement operations in Colombia and the U.S. and is considered reliable. The 
infomiation was provided on April 4, 1990. 


SYNOPSIS 


Pablo Escobar andT 
around^ 


adrhinistraiive offices in Medellin 


I have 
jvi edellin. 
[inj 


been forced into a reduced circle of movement 
Colombia. They have also set up new 


T 


Because of law enforcement pressure most rnembers of the Medellin Cartel, including 
Escobar's group, have moved their processing and shipping operations to Ecuador and 
Bolivia, and are shipping directly from those two countries. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Sensitive Intelligence Sources and Methods Involved 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Miami 12B-1973 


•'Sfeveral Antioquia politicians won senate and representative seats in the Colombian 
ifeovernment. They represent th^ Cnlomhian Liberal Party (PLC). Their campaigns were_ 

:^is5isied by Escobar 's group. Also, Escobar’s / — . . , . - — 

\ ^ who is a nersonal friend nt ( :olombian rrcsioent ttarco, nas dcc 


1 


DETAILS 


Organization 

Since recent raids on "La Colina." and "La Setenta,"the former office Site andattendin, 
communications/security center in Envigado, Pablo ESCOBAF j 

been forced to move their base of operations and hideouts 




Miami 12B-1973 


Ol>ERAT10N 

The Pablo Escobar group and many other Medellin traffickers have been busy moving 
their operations out of Colombia to Ecuador and Bolivia, where law enforcement is lax. 
They have set up large-scale labs in those countries. Product (cocaine) shipments now are 
largely being made directly out of those countries as well, rather than out of Colombia. 

Fimances 


Pablo Escobtu- andl 



Police/Public Corruption 


I I recently 

gained a seat as representative in the Colombian House of Representatives (C amara d e 
Represeniantes). ffis campaign was- helped with over ten million pesos. It was i 1 the 
source believes, who tipped off Escobar an d b f the impending law enforcement 

action in January o r February of this year, when the Col ombian ArmvJ I 

I I raided "La Colina" and "La Setenta. 1 h ecame aware 

of irregular, preparatory troop movements in the town and immediately alerted Escobar. 

Other Antioquia Department politicians helped successfully by Escobar and t n 

the recent 1990 elections are: 



Intihl ic denials, he has been P 

t s no friend o f the Med ellin Cm'tel. he has 
Cartel. members who arel Personal friends, such as 


# 


Security 


Miami 12B-1973 ^ - 
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The Army's aiteniioii on "La Colina'* and "La Setenta" has deprived them of their former, 
wider area of influence in th e Medellin-Envimdo area and has forced them to diminish 
tlieir circle of safe movementi 


owner of 


Lis office is| 

organizational functionf 


lin behalf o f Pablo Escobar and|~ 


1 continues tot 


f 


who frequents it often and is aware of 


m 


ae 


usd 


]are used to [ 


Occasionally, Escobar and| 


JvUTalso 


they are putT 


uses 


~lare pro bably unaware of the use to which 
I acting in behalf of Escobar and 


Assessment of Group 

The Medellin Canel has fragmented as a result of law e nforcement pressure. Many of the 


leadership haye quietly 


formerly closerallies of the Escobar 

disengaged and gone solo, at least dunng the continueing hostilities with the 
Goyernment. For the moment, at least; they are forming new alliances with other, less- 
strident groups, and are moying their operations out of Colombia. 


- 4 - 





Miami 12B-1 973 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Reference Mars 


1. See 1989 map of the Medel lin iire d 

~| l:25,b00 scale; for reference to Medellin, Colombia streets 
mentioned in this repon (H-I/4 crossfix). 

2. See 1982 map the Deptirtment of Antioquia, by the Ministry of the Treasury and 
Public Credit {Minisierio de Hacienda y Crediio Publico), "Agustin Codazzi" 
Geographic Institute {Instiiuio Geocraficn "Apu\n n Codazzi"), Second Edition; 

1 :500,000 scale; for reference to and surrounding area (coordinates 5 

deg. 53 min. N/74 deg. 57 min. W] 

Source Comments 

The precise loca tions i I could not be determined , but everyone in the 

I area is aware of their locations because the farhilies are well known and 

wealthy. 

If Escobar an d ~|g o through with their plan, the increased activity for the daily 
needs of the entourage, such as meals, should be detectable . A few moh-and-pop 
restaura nts may be availa ble in | | A better selection can be 

found iii | I Still, restaurants are not large or plentyful. JPreparing an order 

for t hiny or forty people is bound to strain their normal capacity and raise eyebrows 

Alert| 

|may be able 

to aeteci sucn increased activity and recognize the food messengers/bodyguards of the 
group, who could then be surveilled to the hideout. 
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Enclosed for the Bxareau are three copies of a 
letterhead memorandum outlining the Miami Division's initiation 
of _ a Racketeering Enterprise Investigation (REI) directed at the 
criminal activities of the so-called "Medellin Cartel." 

FBIHQ is requested to obtain authorization for the 
following REI: 

• "i ^ The purpose of the REI is to obtain information 
concerning the nature, structure, composition-, and activities of 
the Medellin Cartel operations operating in the United States, 
particularly in the Miami Division's jurisdiction. The Cartel 
groups targeted by the Miami Division are those consisting of at 
least two or more persons engaged in a continuing pattern of 
illegal drug trafficking for the purpose of obtaining profits 
through their racketeering activities. The long range objective 
of this effort will be the detection and prosecution of the 
criminal members of the enterprise, as well as the identification 
and seizure . of their assets . 

The Miami Division's Medellin Cartel - REI is designed 
to consolidate information on Medellin groups previously 
collected under the Colombian/South American Drug Trafficking 
Organizations - REI. it will also continue to collect and update 
the identity of -the members of the respective organization or 
•enterprise and -the role these individuals play in furtherance of 
the criminal enterprise. The REI will also serve to gather > 
collect, and analyze the financial enterprise and develop a 
comprehensive investigative strategy based on the past and 
current activities of the organization. These intelligence 
efforts will result- in the opening of substantive drug cases 
based on a substantial predicate and cause a more efficient use 
of FBI resources. 



U.S. Department of. Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


' In Reply, Please refer to 

File No. 12H-MM-New 


Miami, Florida 
March 1, 1990 


MEDELLIN CARTEL; 
CbiombiahySouth American 
Drug Trafficking Organizations 
Racketeering Enterprise Investigation 


SYNOPSIS 


Practically all Colbnibian/S'outh American drug trafficking organizations with-opefations 
in the South Florida area are abated with, or subcontract their services to oiie of the 
Medellin Cartel members. 


The members- of the Medellin Cartel frequently use North Coast or other independent 
groups on m ad /wc basis for specialized tasks„such as transportation or nioney 
laundering. They began their drug traffiddiig with marihuana during the early marihuana, 
trading days. In recent.yeafs, the cartels.have tumed to trafficking the more lucrative and 
easier to transport drug — cocaine. They are currently expanding their markets into 
Europe, where demand is growing. The North Coast groups continue to traffic in 
marihuana as well. 

Members. The directors of this cartel are Pablo Emilio Escobar-Gaviria J 

lOther influential leaders of this 

group ard I 

I Jose Gonzalo Rodriguez-Gacha. also known as (aka) "El Mejicano" was 
killed in a sh TOt-out with Colombian po lice in December. 1989. His successor is 
believed to be The following is the current list of Medellin 

based narcotics orgamzations; 


be 

b7C 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Sensitive Intelligence Sources and Methods Involved 

this document contains information regarding subjects under investigation by the FBI, It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



Drugs involved. The principal drug imported into the tJ.S. by the Medellin Cartel is , 
cocaine. 


Geographic scope. The Medellin Cartel is based in a small town just outside of 
MedelHn, Colombia, named Envigado. It maintains representatives and operations in the 
U.S. cities of Miami, Los Angeles, New York, Chicago and Houston. 
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DETAILS 

The so-called "Medellin Cartel" was reportedly bom out of an allia nce called Mngrrg a 
Secuestrad ores (Death to Kidnapers), formed in the early 1980 's by| I 

I Pablo Emilio Escoba r-Gaviria. Jose Gonzalo Rodriguez-Oacha (deceased) ana 
K incarceratedl. The purpose of the organization was to unite 
against a number of Colombian kidnaping gangs which were tigering the families of 
wealthy drug traffickers and businessmen. 

During this period J~ h vas kidnaped and held for ransom. 

In order to prevent other incidents from occurring, the traffickers decided to retaliate with 
as much force as possible. Each of the principals in the drug organizations was required 
to contribute a certain amount of money and mtopower for joint operations against the 
kidnapers. 

With time, the Medellin traffickers began to unite in other forms, sometimes by "pooling" 
their shipments, each one putting only a set quantity of kilograms in the load to insure 
that none of the shippers sustained a single, large loss in case of seizure. At other times 
they shared successM transportation lines. This eliminated any real sense' of competition 
as the traffickers discovered there were a great many markets in a number of cities in the 
U.S., and no real need to fight among themselves. 

Over the next few years, the leadership of the cartel began setting prices for cocaine for 
resale and transportation. Contributions were requestedi and continue to this day, for such 
matters as funds to bribe Colombian goverimient officials and legislators, criminal 
defense funds for incarcerated or extradited traffickers, and the like. 

^ The identified directors of the Medellin Cartel are Pablo Eitiilin Escnhar-CiavinaJ ^ 

i^other top trafficker, Jose Gonzalo RodiiguezrGacha, recently killed in a 

siiootout with Colombian police, was also one of this car tel’s leaders. Other highly 
significant directors of this cartel have been identified asl , 
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This cartel has been perceived in the past to be the most important and significant of the 
Colombian drug organizations. By far the most widely known and documented, it is now 
viewed as having set the pace for the other organizations, but no longer as powerful as it 
once was. 

Pablo Escobar-Gaviria and other top leaders must continue to maintain a very low profile 
due to the pressure of American and Colombian law enforcement authorities. They have, 
in so doing, turned over the reins to other individuals who are managing their affairs. 
Now there are indications that they are not satisfied with what has t^en place over the 
past couple of years. 

Other traffickers from the Medellin area appear also to have become dissatisfied with the 
cartel's current leadership, saying that they have been forced into contributing to the^ 
cartel's "assessments," rather than volunt^y providing monies as in the past A number 
of groups have reportedly started supporting the "Cali Cartel" in its turf war with the 
Medellin groups; they believe tiie M^ellin traffickers have "robbed" many of their 
customer groups by falsely claiming that shipments were intercepted and Aen selling 
their client's cocaine in the U.S. and Europe. 
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This cartel operates principally out of MedeUin, Colombia, The organizations which 
inake it up maintain centr^ "offices," which they utilize to make and receive long 
distance telephone calls (and occasionally, facsimile transmissions) from their 
representatives in cities in the United States, Western Europe and Asia. 

The Medellin Cartel had established strong ties to former Panamanian strongman, 
Manuel Antonio Noriega, who used his power and influence to corrupt Panama into a 
heaven for Colombian drug traffickers. Noriega assisted the likes-of~]^blo-Escobar and 
others in the Medellin Cartel to evade Colombian and U.S. authorities by providing 
sanctuary in Panama. More importantly, Noriega's regime corrupted the Panamanian 
financial system into a huge money laundering operation at the service of drug 
traffickers. 


The new government and social order in Panama will surely throw the Medellin Cartel’s 
money laundering and banking operations for a tail spin — ^until the Cartel is able 19 / 
replace lost Panamanian resources elsewhere. 

In Miami, I Iproininent among 

Colombians m th e fciouth Plorida area, have been iden tified as the princ ipal b 6 

representative s of | land his associates! I b7c 

I I Pablo Escobar-Uaviria andl 

[ reside in the Miami area. 


The two direct the receipt and distribution of multi-hundred kilogram quantities of 
cocaine sent to the U.S. by the meniber groups of the "Medellin Cartel." They hav& 
individuals working for them in the cities of Miami, New York City ^d Los Angeles. 
Among th eir assnciatp in the Miami area are top Miami transporter ^ 
his-partner j I lNU (last nam e unknown), with who m they have done business 


[ 


without. problems for over ten years.| |Miami operation employs 

between eight to. ten persons who actually r eceive, ana distribute. In New York they are 
represented by a Colombian national name d I who in turn 

supervises about ten others eng aged in the dis aibution in the New York area. Three o& er 

Jknown only asf ' 


represent 


]U.S. operation in the Los Angeles area. 
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The Medellin Cartel has suffered serious setbacks in recent months, what with the death 
of Jose Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha and Colombian President Barco's vigorous campaign 
to locate and apprehend the remaining Medellin ki nCTins. Unverified in formation firom 
one reliable source indicates that Pablo Escobar an q ~| are shipping no 

more than 200-500 kilos of cocaine per month — less than ten percent of the amounts of 
cocaine they routinely shipped to the U.S. before their operations were disrupted by their 
"wars" with Cali and the Colombian Government. 

Another individual iden tified as a U.S. representative of the Medellin Cartel is l I 

I n identified by several sources as Pablo Emilio Escobar-Gaviria’s 

man in Miami. The following description of the Escobar-Gaviria organization is 
presented as a generic exan^le of the organizational structure of a typical Medellin 
Cartel Group: 
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Organization 

Pablo Emilio Ep obar-Gaviria, together with ! I 

I , . . ^ known throughout the Colombian underworld as "Los Pablos." Their 

organization is regarded by most observers to be among the most powerful, wiel^g . b 6 

political as well as econonaic power within the Republic of Colombia. Its representatives b7c 

an^ distributors work primarily in Miami, New York, Chicago, Bo ston and Los Ange les. 

This organization controls production, transportation, and, with the l l and 

Rpdriguez-Gacha groups, generally sets tiie prices for cocaine for the rest of the Cartels. 
Escobar-Gaviiia has become a household name in Colombia due to his past service as an 
alternate in that country's senate and his past frequent public appearances. 

KeyIDomimnt Figures of the Organization: 

I I also known as (aka) | 

Lives in Miami, Florida. Involved in air smuggling. No other identifying 
information available. 


D0B[ 


Jwith alternate d6Bs 


^■Addresses in Cartagena 


arid MedeUin^ COlpmbia and Miami, Florida. Reportedly also a key/dominant 
figure in the Rodnguez^Gacha organization. 
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Liyes.in Florida (exact location unknown), Dealer/dis tributor. No other 
identifying infom aation availa ble. May be identical tof I 

[ also known as| Hbas 

addresses in Houston and SugarlanO, T exas, and . Miami, hlonda. 


KeylDominanlFigures Not Further Identified: 


Possibly identicai to [ 


]DOB| 


also known as 


Members: 


~DDE r~~ 

Colombia. 


l3( 


AKA I I 

!dr^sses in Sydney, Australia and Medellin and Envigado, 


DOB I [ Addresses in Miami and Hialeah, Honda and Medellin, Colombia. 
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Members Not Further Identified: 

I I 


DGBI I Lives in Medellin, Colombia. 


be 

b7C 


- 5 - 



Medellin Cartel 




12H-MM-Nevy ’ ' 


Addresses m Hialeah and Miami, Florida and Barranquilla, Colombia. 


Lives in Medellin, Colombia, 


Lives in Envigado, Colombia, 

b6 

DOB Lives in Miami, Florida. 
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Members With Last Name Unknown 


Lives in Medellin, Coloinbia. ‘ 


Operation 

Escob^-Gaviria's group was among, the first to organize itself like a corporation, 
dispatching representatives or "managers" to the United States in order to serve in various 
cities for a one or, two year period. These representatives are given sums of two and three 
hundred thousand.dollars to purchase orient "stash" houses in quiet suburban 
neighborhoods (preferably homes with an enclosed/attached garage), purchase.a number 
of vehicles to move the group's cocaine, andrecruit a number of individuals to serve as 
guards, for the "stashes," along with Couriers who travel between the various U.S. cities in 
which the group operates. 

Finances 

Escobar-Gaviria's group was also among the first to institute a system of internal audits, 
dispatcMhg on an irregular basis trusted representatives (sometimes attorneys or 
professional accountants) who unexpectedly appear in the U.S. to check on each 
manager's performance and inventory. 

PoucE/PuBuc Corruption 

Escobar-Gaviria's group, as well as other Medellin cartel meniberSi have established a 
network of contacts within the Colombian, government enabling them to effectively avoid 
capture. 

COMMIMCATIONS 

Members and representatives of this organization have been utilizing public telephones, 
pagers, and high fequency radio equipihent to communicate among themselves and with 
principals in Colombia. 
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Characteristics 

The Escobar-Gaviria group has a policy of transferring its U.S. based representatives 
from city to city as they either get arrested or attract the attention of law enforcement. A 
manager who gets in trouble in Miami, for example, can expect to return to Medellin for 
a short time to "cool off," and will subsequently be sent to another U.S. city to work for 
the organization. 

Assessment 

The Escobar-Gaviria organization had been extending its activities and scope on a 
broader international scale, seeking expansion into markets in Europe and Asia, Recent 
Colombian government operations directed against the Medellin Cartel membership has 
disrupted cocaine production, curtailing these expansion efforts and resulting in 
dissatisfaction and restlessness among its membership. It is not known at this time what 
effect these operations will have on the loiig term makeup of the cartel membership. 

Basis OF Information 

Information for this REI will be collected from debriefing of new/established sources 
who have access to the leadership, members and methods of operation of the Escobar- 
Gaviria organization and other Medellin Cartel members. 
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AIRPLANE AT THE WEDELLTN AIRPORT^ PRELIMINARY ir4F0Rf1ATI0N 


SUGGESTS THAT THE OETENTIDN WAS BASED ON THE FACT THAT | ~| 

I DID NOT HAVE THE 

REOUIP^ED AUTHORIZATION FHOH l 

1 TO LEAVE THE CQINTRY* .THIS DETENTION CAOSED THE 
TRAVELLERS TO HISS THEIR SCHEDULED AVIANCA FLIGHT, » 

LEGAT KETERMINED THAT AVIANCA AIRLINES HAS DIRECT FLIGHT 
SERVICE FROH MEDELLIN T G0L0H8IA tO HIAHIj FLORIDA. THE 
SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: AVIANCA FLIGHT NUMBE*^ 060 PEPARTS . 
MEDELLIN TUESDAY AND FRIDAY AT 0G3O HOURS AND ARRIVES AT MIAMI 
AT 1230 HOURS! CN WEDNESDAY* THURSDAY* SATURDAY AND SUNDAY* 
AVIANCA FLIGHT HUMBER 060 DEPARTS MEDELLIN AT 0815 HOUR'S AND 
ARRIVES AT HI AMI AT 1120 HOURS. AVIA.NCA OFFERS NO FLIGHT 
SERVICE BETWEEN MEDELLIN AND MIAMI 0,N MONDAY. 

LEGAT IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE ABOVE-HENTIONED PERSONS 


ARE UKOERTAKIK'G A TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE PABLO 


ESCOBAR MADE A DECISION 


TO LEAVE 


THEIR HEDELLlN RESIDENCE FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL SAFETY. THIS 


PAST MEEK* «LOS PEPES” {PERSECUTED BY PABLO ESCOBAR)', A SELF- 
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PRCCEAIMED ■ANTI->eSdDBAR GROUP? TOuK CREDIT FOPx THE FIRE- 


BOMBING OF ESCOBAR'S 


COUNTRY HGHE ANB AN ESCOBAR 


WAREHOUSE? WHICH HOUSED ESCOBAR'S PERSO<NA-L COLLECTION OF 
VINTAGE AUTOiiOerLES AND ANTIQUE PAINTINGS^ BOTH STRUCTURES 
WERE REDUCED TO A FEU STANDING BLOCKS AND ASHES, THE ENTIRE 
ANTIQUE ALTO COLLECTION HAS DESTROYED. 

LEGATj BOGOTA IS FURNlSHiNG THE ABOVE LNFQ-RNATIQN TO 
MIAMI WITH THE FQLL81UNG PURPOSES IN HIND! .. 

■LEG-AT IS OF THE OPINION THAT ESCOBAR WILL ENTR05T THE 


SAFETY OF 


ONLY TO THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE STILL CLOSE 


TO HIM AND TOTALLY TRUSTED 3Y HIM. THUS? MIAMI MAY IDENTIFY 
ESCOBAR ASSOCIATES PRESENTLY IN M lAiTI . 

ONCE lOEKTiFIEOs MIAMI MAY WISH TO CONSIDER PLACING A PEN 
REGISTER AND/dR REVERSE TELEPHONE TRAP AT THE 
RESIDENCE/BUSINESS PLACE OF SUCH A TRUSTED PERSON? IN AN 
EFFORT, TO OBTAIN COLOMBIAf; TELEPHONE NUMBERS WHICH .MAY 
DISCLOSE THE CURRENT WHERIAiseUTS OF PABLO ESCOBAR. 

FOR INFORMATION OF MIAi'11? | 

WERE ESCORTED TO THE NEDELLIN AIRPORT BY AP PR CXlH ATELY TWENTY 


(20.) ARMED PERSONAL BODYGUARDS. LEGAT OPINES THAT PERSONS 
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MEETING 

ARMED. 


AT MlAf-5I KILL ALSO 8.E 

DO THSY HAVE PERMIT^ FOR THEIR WEAPONS? 


THE ABOVE INFDRMATICH IS SUBMiTTED FOR MIAMI »S 
CDNSTCERATIONi LE'GAT WJLL KEEP RECIPIENTS ADVISED 'OF 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE, 
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